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acquire 
p a Some officials of the WPB say privately that the household electric refrigerator industry could 
ference perhaps move a little faster to put itself on the road to reconversion to manufacture of its normal 


B per. peacetime product—namely, the household electric refrigerator. 


The attitude of the manufacturers might possibly be attributed to their general inability to plan 
— now for the future, particularly when nearly all of them are so deeply involved in fulfilling war contracts. 


“The point of it is that most manufacturers haven’t come forward yet to learn more about what 
might be done,” said one WPB official. 


“There is a wonderful opportunity right now for suppliers to start making components that could be 
used when complete unit manufacturers begin to assemble refrigerators. We know we have materials 
available for some of these components, and we believe it quite possible that manpower is also available. 


“Manufacturers in other fields—even in other types of appliances, have done that. In the first 
case of an appliance manufacturer who was given permission to manufacture under Priorities Regulation 
25 (the reconversion order), he received the permission on Saturday and was in production on Monday. 
He could move that fast because he had a stockpile of parts.” 


The WPB officials do not expect that any such miracle could happen in the production of refriger- 
ators, but they are inclined to think that preparation now, in the matter of having parts made up 
and of asking for materials, would shorten the time it will take to make refrigerators available to the 
public—and shorten the time that unemployment might exist in the household refrigeration industry. 


ee 


“Electric refrigerators” are not now one of the products for which preferred priorities for civilian 
manufacture are granted under Priorities Regulation 25. It is barely conceivable that if the WPB high- 
command should feel that reconversion moves on the part of the industry aré™being overly delayed, they 
might put refrigerators on the preferred list, thereby throwing the field open to any newcomer who 
might be able to show that he had facilities and manpower to get into production. 


ASS 


PRITCHARD HEADS G-E APPLIANCE SALES IN RESHUFFLING OF EXECUTIVES 


C. R. Pritchard has been appointed general sales manager (a new position) of General Electric Co.’s 
appliance and merchandise department in a general shift of executives, announces H. L. Andrews, vice 
president. 


ae | 


A. M. Sweeney is now sales manager for all major appliances, and C. W. Theleen, sales manager for 
all traffic appliances and vacuum cleaners. J. H. Crawford will continue as sales manager of construction 
materials, all three men reporting to Mr. Pritchard. 


A. L. Scaife becomes merchandising manager for the entire appliance and merchandise depart- 
ment; L. H. Miller, manager of the household refrigerator division; and C. J. Enderle, manager of the 
electric sink and cabinet division. 


A. C. Sanger, appliance sales manager for the past year, has resigned. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 8, 1936 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1944. 


a ; ' ; s x ger / > ‘ . <s as ‘ ae 
aa 
j ees “ 
- ~ ~~“ ~ thy 3, Se ey hie 
~« i ~~ . * 0 1S eet 
’ e — ase A 
ae : ’ ehvaig? . es) 
x) eT ade Re Ses. RR eR a Ee pee ee Sh Bd . > WU al te 
,——_ a ae ve ~ EE acts 
ae 4 Vm 
Ree 
a 
Bela Ai Vem” 
ae 
aaa 
pers ee 
ae 
=f 
ay ae 
; 
dn ae 
Bee ae 
SS 
: 
oe se 
; a “a 
ee a 
eae 
pe ale 
ee: 
it, So 
sehen 
a 
| er 
Be a 
ee 7 
: 
Serres 
ce seens, 
pe te 
a ae 
| " 
i 
wh Pee 
i 7 an 
eat, ms re 
ee ae? 
RE A NR me -* 
Pipe Som 
1 od 
wes 
fh 
ae 
na oe a 
i 
E eee 
ee 4 
. i, Aaa : 
* Eee 
RP ircs S 
es 0 oe 
oe 
eee a 
Saat ie 
ey Yeas i 
is 
teas 
o y e ‘ x oa ee 


ONE-TIME CERTIFICATION NOT WIDELY USED; SOME FIND IT A TIME-SAVER 


Apparently only a few of the firms who are supplying refrigeration repair parts in the field under 
P-126 ratings are making things easier for themselves and their customers by taking advantage of 
the fact that the “one time” certification ruling can be applied to orders carrying ratings under P-126. 


This is provided for under Priorities Regulation No. 7 (this was all explained on page 14 of the 
Jan. 31, 1944 issue of ArmR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION NEWS). 


Some WPB orders, under Priorities Regulation 7, require a certification only for the purpose of 
making sure that the buyer knows of the restrictions in the order. In these cases, the buyer need 
only certify one time to the seller. This one-time certification must be substantially as follows: 


“The undersigned purchaser certifies subject to criminal penalties for misrepresentation, that he is 
familiar with Order .... of the War Production Board, and that all purchases from you of items regu- 
lated by that order, and the use of the same by the undersigned, will be in compliance with the order, 


as amended from time to time.” 


Since Order P-126 is one of the orders coming under Priorities Regulation 7, all that the buyer 
must do after he has made the one-time certification is to show the rating and the identification “P-126,” 


no certification stamp or signature being needed. 


L-38 DOESN’T REQUIRE PRIORITY FOR REPAIR PARTS FROM USER 


Officials of the Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Section of WPB state that it is not the intention of the 
recently amended Order L-38 to require “end use certification” or origination of a priority from the user for any 
repair part that he might require. 


The ratings under P-126 assigned to orders placed by any refrigeration service agency for delivery of parts 
and materials, and the blanket ratings assigned by CMP Regulations 5 and 5A will hold good. 


The confusion seemed to arise in an attempt to interpret the fact that the revised L-38 order, saying that 
“no person shall accept delivery of any new parts except under an order rated AA-5 or higher,” did not seem to 
except the automatic assignment of ratings under P-126 and CMP-5. But WPB officials say the intent of the 


order was not thus. 


TRAINING PROGRAM ACTIVITY WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAPER OFF 


The National Refrigeration Service Council and the national coordinators for the National Refrigera- 
tion Manpower and Training Program, meeting in Washington Sept. 11 and 12, decided to continue to 
foster local refrigeration service manpower training programs which get underway during the balance 
of 1944, but made no commitments for starting new training efforts beyond that date. 


WPB and WMC officials who sat in on the meeting agreed with the statement of W. R. Kromer, 
national director of the program, that the training of additional service men had been a big factor in 
averting a crisis in the repair of refrigeration equipment during the past summer. 


Mr. Kromer’s report showed that 4,968 trainees had been enrolled in training classes under the pro- 
gram, and that roughly 3,400 of these had eventually become employed in refrigeration servicing activities. 
Training classes were instituted in 127 cities in 38 of the 48 states. 


DISPLAY CASES ARE IN LINE TO GET A PRODUCTION QUOTA SOON 


Display cases will be the next commercial refrigerator item to be given a “production quota” on Schedule 
“A” of Limitation Order L-38 as amended Aug. 31. 


The recommendation of the Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Section has been made, and the quota needs 
only to go through the mill of getting final WPB approval. 


It is said that the quota to be given display case manufacturers will be a straight 20% of 1940 production 
(in dollars) rather than the “25% of 1940 production or the amount of rated orders, whichever is higher” type 


of quota that has usually been assigned. 
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RESTRICTIONS ON WATER COOLER MODELS DROPPED IN L-126 CHANGE 


Restrictions on types and sizes of electric drinking water coolers have been dropped by the War 
Production Board, and the prohibition against use of aluminum in their manufacture eliminated, accord- 
ing to an unofficial interpretation of the newly revised Schedule I to Limitation Order L-126. 


The new order has dropped all reference to the five sizes and three types of water coolers to which 
the industry was limited previously by L-126. 


Amounts of copper permitted for glass or pitcher-fillers on water coolers have been changed from a 
specific listing for each size and model to a maximum of “10 lbs., plus an additional % lb for each 
gallon of water cooled per hour based on an ambient temperature of 90° F. while reducing water from 
80° F. inlet and 50° F. outlet.” 


The section on “general restrictions” in the order has also been revised considerably to conform 
with the above mentioned changes. 


CONTROLS WILL BE OFF WHEN WAR WITH GERMANY ENDS 


What will the end of the war with Germany mean to production of civilian goods? Last week WPB 
said that upon the defeat of Germany it will— 


1. Remove almost all controls over materials immediately upon the defeat of Germany except those 
that are absolutely necessary to assure the reduced measure of war production necessary to beat Japan. 
This means that all manufacturers can use any plant and any materials that are not needed for mili- 
tary production for any civilian production. 


2. WPB and other government agencies will do everything within their powers to assist and en- 
courage industry in resuming civilian production and maintaining employment. 


3. WPB will maintain its organization and powers so as not to relinquish authority until it is 
certain that the war production program is adequate for victory over Japan. 


There will be only one preference rating, in addition to the present emergency AAA rating, and this 
rating will be reserved exclusively for military programs during the war against Japan. All other pro- 
duction will be unrated. Manufacturers will be permitted to accept unrated orders, but they will be 
obliged to fill rated military orders ahead of all other business. 


ORDER P-126 IN LINE FOR REVOCATION? 


The General Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Industry Advisory Committee is said to be making recom- 
mendations with regard to the revocation of Order P-126, which covers priorities on refrigeration repair parts. 


3 SMALL FIRMS GET FIRST ‘SPOT AUTHORIZATION’ FOR CIVILIAN GOODS 


First approval of civilian production under the recently-issued “spot authorization” order has been 
announced by the War Production Board, permitting the manufacture of steel septic tanks, metal signs, 
and Class “B” coal stokers for civilian consumption. None of these three authorizations involves any addi- 
tional labor or new materials, WPB explained. 


The Johnson Co., of Houston, Tex., has been authorized to make septic tanks; Electrical Products 
Consolidated, of Spokane, Wash., a Group II WMC labor area, has been authorized to manufacture metal 
signs; and Heating Assurance, Inc., also of Spokane, has been authorized to manufacture Class “B” stokers, 
50 stokers during the fourth quarter of 1944, and 125 during each of the first and second quarters of 1945. 


Eighty-one of the 95 WPB field offices have reported to Washington that they received 457 applica- 
tions through the end of August. The applications are being processed and will be acted upon as quickly 
as decisions can be reached by the area War Manpower Commission representatives and the Area Pro- 
duction Urgency Committees as to the availability of labor. In addition, WPB regional offices must 
determine that facilities and materials to be used in the proposed production are not needed for making 
war or essential civilian goods. However, it is expected that processing will be done quickly now that 
the system is in operation, WPB officials said. 
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INDOOR CLIMATE INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES PROGRAM FOR DETROIT CONFERENCE 


Program for the “first big open forum” sponsored by the Indoor Climate Institute, to be held in 
the Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Sept. 21 and 22, has been announced by A. E. Schanuel, executive 
secretary. P. B. Zimmerman, president of the institute, will open the first morning session with a report 
on the progress of the organization, to be followed by Mr. Schanuel’s talk on “Organizing the Industry’s 
Sales Story,” and a discussion of “A New Approach to an Old Sales Problem” by J. K. Knighton, sales 
manager, air conditioning division, Servel, Inc. 


After luncheon “A Postwar Market Study” will be presented by Ralph C. Cameron, director of mer- 
chandising of Airtemp Division, Chrysler Corp. M. E. Skinner, vice president of Buffalo, Niagara & East- 
ern Corp., will outline the “Utilities’ Program to Promote Greater Indoor Comfort and Health,” and 
Edward R. Grace, president of Grace & Bement, Inc., public relations counsel, will discuss “A Practical 
Public Relations Program.” Concluding talk, “Putting a Big Idea to Work,” will be presented by C. T. 
Burg, general sales manager of Iron Fireman Mfg. Co. 


At 5:30 a cocktail hour is planned, and at 7 o’clock a dinner in the Grand Ballroom. 


On Friday morning, Sept. 22, the conference will consist of eight seminars devoted to problems 
of “controlled indoor climate” as well as the institute itself. A seminar on Public Information is to be 
conducted by C. D. Lyford of Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. Dr. Willis H. Carrier will head the 
Science Group; Jack Searls of White Rodgers Electric Co. will chairman the seminar on Local Chapters; 
John Knighton of Servel will lead the discussion on the Speakers Bureau; J. M. McClintock of Illinois 
Iron & Bolt Co., chairman of the Trade Associations seminar; C. T. Burg of Iron Fireman, chairman of 
the Industry Promotion meeting; J. R. Scott of Mueller Furnace Co., chairman of the Postwar Personnel 
seminar; and T. A. Crawford of Timken Silent Automatic, chairman of the Membership seminar. 


GEORGE A. HUGHES, ‘FATHER OF ELECTRIC RANGE,’ DIES 


George A. Hughes, 71, founder and chairman of Edison General Electric Appliance Co., and known 
as “the father of the electric range,” died Sept. 9 in St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago. 


Starting his career as a newspaper man, after being graduated from the University of Minnesota, 
Mr. Hughes early saw the possibilities of electricity and organized a utility company in his home town, 
Fargo, N. D., which soon expanded to other cities. In 1909 he came to Chicago to develop a method of 
cooking by heated wires. He was successful and in 1910 formed the Hughes Electric Heating Co. 


In January, 1918, Mr. Hughes engineered a merger of the Hughes company, the Hotpoint Heating 
Appliance Co., and General Electric Co. to establish Edison General Electric Appliance Co., which used 
the “Hotpoint” trade name. He served as president until 1940 when he “retired” to the post of board 


chairman. 


USED GAS RANGE PRICE CEILINGS INCREASED 10% IN WEST 


An increase of 10% in the price ceilings established for used domestic gas cooking ranges by MPR 
527 is permitted for sales in the Territory of Hawaii and the following western states: Arizona, New 
Mexico, California, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana through 
an amendment to the order issued by OPA Sept. 8. 


BARKLEY PROMOTED TO SALES MANAGER BY MANHATTAN RUBBER 


Littleton C. Barkley, manager of the New York City office of the Manhattan Rubber Mfg. Co. of Raybestos- 
Manhattan, Inc., has been appointed sales manager of the Manhattan mechanical rubber goods sales department, 
announces Harry E. Smith, general manager. 


NATHAN E. BURDETTE, PARTNER IN REFRIGERATION SUPPLY CO., DIES 


Nathan E. Burdette, 46, secretary-treasurer of Refrigeration Supply Co. of Washington, D. C., 
died recently following an attack of coronary thrombosis. At the time of his death he was treasurer 
of the Electric Institute, chairman of the publicity committee of the Baltimore-Washington section of 
A.S.R.E., a member of the Refrigeration Service Engineers Society, and the Washington Board of Trade. 
With his partner, M. V. Trautman, Mr. Burdette organized Refrigeration Supply Co. in 1933. 
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